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Office of Science and Technology Policy
• Established by Congress in 1976
• Provides President with 
scientific and technical advice
• Ensure the policies are informed 
by sound science
• Coordinate scientific and 
technical work of Executive 
Branch to provide greatest 
benefit to society
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Public Access - 22 February 2013
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Public Access Memo: Specified Objectives
Scholarly Publications
• Public can read, download, analyze in digital form
• 12-month post-publication embargo as guideline, 
with stakeholder petitions to change
• Easy public search, analysis of, and access to 
publications
• Full public access to metadata without charge 
upon first publication
• Public-private collaboration
• Attribution to authors, journals, and original 
publishers 
• Archival solutions that provide long-term 
preservation & access without charge
• Uses widely available, nonproprietary standards/formats
• Provides access for persons with disabilities (consistent 
with Section 508 of Rehabilitation Act)
• Enables integration and interoperability with other 
Federal archival solutions and other appropriate archives
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Digital Data
• Maximize free access while
• Protecting privacy and confidentiality, national security
• Recognizing intellectual property rights
• Balancing costs & benefits of long-term preservation
• Require data management plans (DMPs)
• Allow inclusion of costs in applications for funding
• Ensure appropriate evaluation of DMPs
• Monitor compliance by investigators
• Encourage deposit of data in public repositories, 
where possible
• Cooperate with the private sector
• Develop approaches for data citation & attribution 
• Support training, education and workforce 
development
• Assess long-term needs for preservation and 
options for repositories
Completed Public Access Plans (as of September 2016)
[See http://www.cendi.gov]
Department of Agriculture (Nov 2014)
http://www.usda.gov/documents/USDA-Public-Access-Implementation-Plan.pdf
Department of Defense (Feb 2015)
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/pdf/dod_public_access_plan_feb2015.pdf
Department of Energy (Jul 2014)
http://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2014/08/f18/DOE_Public_Access%20Plan_FI
NAL.pdf
Department of Health & Human Services 
http://www.hhs.gov/open/public-access-guiding-principles/index.html
• Administration for Community Living [Publications]  (Feb 2016)
http://www.acl.gov/Programs/NIDILRR/docs/ACL-PublicAcccessPlan-
Jan2016.pdf
• Agency for Health Research & Quality (Feb 2015)
http://www.ahrq.gov/funding/policies/publicaccess/index.html
• Assistant Secretary for Preparedness & Response (Feb 2015)
http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/science/Pages/AccessPlan.aspx
• Centers for Disease Control (Jan 2015)
http://www.cdc.gov/od/science/docs/Final-CDC-Public-Access-Plan-Jan-
2015_508-Compliant.pdf
• Food & Drug Administration (Feb 2015)
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/ScienceResearch/AboutScienceResearchatF
DA/UCM435418.pdf
• National Institutes of Health (Feb 2015)
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/NIH-Public-Access-Plan.pdf
Department of Transportation (Nov 2015)
https://www.transportation.gov/open/official-dot-public-access-plan
Department of Veterans Affairs (Mar 2015)
http://www.va.gov/ORO/Docs/Guidance/Plan_for_Access_to_Results_of_VA_Fu
nded_Rsch_02_14_2014.pdf
National Institute of Standards & Technology (Apr 2015)
http://www.nist.gov/open/upload/NIST-Plan-for-Public-Access.pdf
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Nov 2014)
http://science.nasa.gov/media/medialibrary/2014/12/05/NASA_Plan_for_increa
sing_access_to_results_of_federally_funded_research.pdf
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (Feb 2015)
http://docs.lib.noaa.gov/noaa_documents/NOAA_Research_Council/NOAA_PAR
R_Plan_v5.04.pdf
National Science Foundation (Mar 2015)
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2015/nsf15052/nsf15052.pdf
Smithsonian Institution (Aug 2015)
http://public.media.smithsonianmag.com//file_upload_plugin/1f143b54-a9f9-
4746-bef5-1c76151e3c7a.pdf
U.S. Geological Survey (Feb 2016)
http://www.usgs.gov/quality_integrity/open_access/default.asp
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NOTE: Institute for Museum & Library Services and Patient-Centered 
Outcomes Research Institute also have policies for publications access.
Additional Plans Announcing This Week
• Department of Education
• ERIC for publications
• Exploring alternatives for data discovery
• Office of the Director of National Intelligence
• Collaborating with Defense Technical Information Center
• Repositories for publications and small data sets
• One more to be announced
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Implementation of Public Access Requirements 
for Publications
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PMC
• NIH
• ACL
• AHRQ
• CDC
• FDA
• ASPR
• VA
• NIST
• NASA
• EPA
STACKS
• CDC
• NOAA
• DOT
PubAg
• USDA 
(ARS + 
USFS)
ERIC
• ED
DEC
• USAID
PubWH
• USGS
SRO
• SI
PAGES
• DOE
PAR
• NSF
DTIC
• DOD
Number of agencies with public access requirements in effect for publications: 16+
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PubMed Central articles available and retrieved, by month, Jan 2010 - Apr 2015
Articles Retrieved Articles Available
Typical weekday:  
• More than 1.2 million unique users
• Download more than 2 million articles
• Researchers, innovators, educators, general public
NIH Public Access Policy
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Implementing Data Mgt Plan Requirements
Number of agencies with data management plan requirements in effect: 13+
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Agency Intramural Extramural
HHS-FDA Jan 2016 Oct 2016
HHS-NIH DMP – TBD
IHSD-Oct 2015
GDS-Sep 2015
DMP – TBD
DSP-Oct 2003
GDS-Jan 2015
DOI-USGS Feb 2015 Oct 2016
DOT Jan 2016 Jan 2016
VA Jan 2016 N/A
NASA Oct 2015 Oct 2015
NSF N/A Jan 2011
SI Oct 2015 Oct 2015
USAID Oct 2014 Oct 2014
Agency Intramural Extramural
USDA TBA TBA
DOC-NIST Oct 2014 Oct 2015
DOC-NOAA Jan 2016 June 2016
DOD TBA TBA
ED [TBA] IES-Oct 2012
DOE Oct 2015 Oct 2015
HHS-ACL Oct 2017 Oct 2017
HHL-AHRQ Public Data TBA
HHS-ASPR Oct 2015 Oct 2015
HHS-CDC Feb 2016 Oct 2013/2016
NOTE: See www.cendi.gov for additional details
Data Management Guidance
23 May 2016 NIH Scientific Data Council 12
Increasing requests for GWAS Data
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Source:  Paltoo, et al., “Data use under the NIH GWAS Data Sharing Policy and future directions,” Nature Genetics 46, 934-938. Published online 27 Aug 2014.  doi:10.1038/ng.3062.
Publications based secondary use of GWAS data
NIH Genome-Wide Association Study Policy
Toward “Open Science” 
• Complete public access plans of remaining agencies
• Implement policies –engaging with stakeholders
• New Interagency working group to:
• Enhance inter-agency cooperation
• Identifying additional objectives to advance open science
• Recommend effective strategies for preservation, discoverability, and 
accessibility of scientific data 
• Identify research areas and data types where new initiatives may be needed
• Facilitate coordination of training, education, and workforce development
• Increase return on Federal investment in R&D, bolster reliability, 
accelerate science and innovation, and advance societal objectives
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Going Global
• OECD Science and Technology Ministerial Declaration, Daejeon Korea – October 
2015 http://www.oecd.org/sti/daejeon-declaration-2015.htm
“We. . .AGREE that science, technology and innovation are being revolutionized by the 
rapid evolution of digital technologies which are…increasing the reliance on access to 
scientific data and publications (‘open science’)…”
• G7 Science and Technology Ministers Communique, Tsukuba, Japan, May 2016 
http://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/english/others/20160517communique.pdf
“. . .we acknowledged that Open Science can change the way research and development 
(R&D) is undertaken, with emerging findings leading to far greater global collaboration 
and encouraging a much broader range of participants and stakeholders. We also 
recognized the importance of Open Science as a driver for greater inclusion in R&D, for 
example with the emergence of citizen science.”
• G20 Leaders’ Communique, Hangzhou Summit (China), September 2016 
http://www.g20.org/English/Dynamic/201609/t20160906_3396.html
“…we support appropriate efforts to promote open science and facilitate appropriate access to 
publicly funded research results on findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable (FAIR) 
principles.”
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Staying Engaged
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Public Access Forum:  
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/li
brary/publicaccesspolicy
OSTP Blog: https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/02/22/increasing-
access-results-federally-funded-science
